
GENERAL PLAN UPDATE
Planning & Zoning Commission Public Hearing #1

Monday, March 23, 2026



Required Elements
• Land Use
• Circulation (Roadway Systems, 

Bicycling, Transit, Alternate Mode)
• Growth Areas
• Open Space  
• Recreation
• Redevelopment
• Neighborhood Preservation & 

Revitalization
• Environmental Planning
• Water Resources
• Conservation
• Energy
• Public Services & Facilities
• Public Buildings
• Housing
• Safety
• Cost of Development

Elective Elements
• Economic Development
• Arts & Culture

Advancing Maricopa General Plan



General Plan Process

Information Gathering

Drafting of Plan

Recommendation
and Approval

RECOGNIZE ENRICH ACHIEVE

Sep 2024 May 2025 Jan 2026
Nov 2026

(Voter Ratification)

• Project Kick-off Summit
• Public Participation 

Plan
• GP/Community 

Baseline Assessment
• Community Outreach

• GP Org. Structure
• Draft GP Elements
• Community Outreach
• Council Summit
• 60-Day Review (Dec. 8th 

through Feb. 6th)

• Final GP Development    
• P&Z Commission 

Recommendation
• Formal City Council 

Approval and Adoption
• Voter Ratification

May 2026

ENGAGE

ENGAGE

ENGAGE



General Plan Public Engagement Overview
• Community Workshops (3)
• General Plan Advisory Committee (6)
• Pop Up Booths – City Events
• Small Group Meetings

• Surveys (700+ Total Responses)
• Website Visits (1,000+ Visits)
• Press Releases/News Articles 



General Plan Advisory Committee
• 16 Volunteers

• Residents
• Business Owners
• Landowners
• Youth Council Members
• School District Representative
• Utility Representative
• Commission Members
• City Council Recommendations 

• December 2024 – December 2025
• 12 Months
• 6 meetings 
• Approximately 200 hours dedicated - Collectively



General Plan 60-Day Review
 Agency Notification (61 Agency Notifications)
 Press Release
 Town Website/Project Website
 Social Media

 Unique Responses (228)
• General Comments (152)

• Agency Comments (56)

• City Leadership and City Staff Comments (20)



Key Findings from Public Engagement
• Continue to develop safe and efficient 

transportation infrastructure into and within 
Maricopa for all users. 

• Center economic development strategies 
on fostering a business climate that allows 
for growth in local career-advancing job 
prospects. 

• Look toward housing options that meet the 
needs of various demographics from young 
families to retirees. 

• Attract increased quantities and higher 
levels of local healthcare services. 

• Expand the opportunities for shopping, 
dining, culture, and recreation destinations.

• Manage growth in a way that preserves the 
character of the City’s neighborhoods and 
heritage.  



P&Z Commission Draft

Public Hearing Draft - Structure



Public Hearing Draft –  Structure Comparison

• Current Structure
• Overall Vision Statement
• Organized by individual Element 

with Goals throughout
• 83 Individual Goals
• 363 Policies
• 16 Implementable Strategies

• Revised Structure
• Overall Vision Statement
• Organized by Grouped Elements 

with Concluding Goals
• 44 Individual Goals
• 242 Policies 
• 24 Implementable Strategies



Public Hearing Draft – Organization
• Executive Summary

• Introduction

• Land Use & Growth

• Circulation & Connectivity

• Environmental Planning & Resource 
Conservation

• Parks, Recreation, & Open Space

• Local Business & Economic Development

• Safety & Public Infrastructure

• Implementation & Maintenance

• Glossary & Abbreviations



Public Hearing Draft –  Chapter Relationships



Public Hearing Draft –  Goal Relationships



Public Hearing Draft –  Goal Relationships



Advancing Maricopa General Plan
Planning & Zoning 
Commission Draft
Implementation Work 
Program



Land Use



Public Hearing Draft – Land Use Plan

• Refined Land Use Plan and Text
o Now reflects recent development 

and present development trends



Growth Areas



Public Hearing Draft – Growth Areas

• Categorized Growth Areas
o Residential
o Employment
o Mixed-Use

• Identified Current Growth Areas
o Including growth areas that are 

occurring outside of the 
municipality’s jurisdiction



Transportation



• Aligned General Plan’s  
Transportation Elements with 
Forthcoming Transportation 
Master Plan

• Added in Regional Connections

Public Hearing Draft – Transportation Plan



Housing



Public Hearing Draft – Housing
Encourage a mix of housing types throughout the City to meet the 
needs of all economic segments of the community consistent with land 
constraints and changing market demographics and preferences. 

Goal Statement: Foster a variety of housing choices throughout the City that reflect the needs of 
all income levels while considering land availability, evolving market trends, and changing 
community preferences to support inclusive and adaptable neighborhoods. 

Provide a development environment that encourages a diversity of housing types 
to meet the housing needs of all economic segments of the community.

Promote the development of executive-level housing in strategically located 
areas to further diversify the City’s residential offerings and as a supporting policy 
for overall economic development.

Encourage the development of senior and multigenerational living options such 
as home modification and assistance programs for aging in-place and the 
development of communities offering independent living, assisted living, skilled 
nursing care, and memory care.

Provide opportunities and incentives through the Master Planned Community 
process for emerging or future housing types and site planning techniques that 
can achieve the maximum housing potential of the site while providing quality-of-
life amenities and preserving open space.



Local Business
&

Economic Development



Public Hearing Draft – Local Business & 
Economic Development

Cultivate a climate of rich educational opportunities at all levels within 
the City to meet the needs of a diverse and growing population.

Encourage the expansion of existing businesses and the recruitment of 
new enterprises by providing a business-friendly environment.

Recruit and retain high performing and high-quality companies that match 
the labor profile in the community and/or complement existing industries.

Goal Statement: Foster a strong foundation for learning by expanding access to high quality 
educational opportunities at every level to meet the needs of a diverse and growing population 
and to support lifelong success for all residents.

Goal Statement: Advance the growth of existing businesses and attract new enterprises by 
fostering a supportive environment that encourages innovation, reduces barriers, and promotes 
long term economic success.

Goal Statement: Attract high performing and high-quality companies that align with the 
community’s workforce strengths and complement existing industries to support economic growth 
and long-term prosperity.



Parks, 
Recreation, & 
Open Space



Public Hearing Draft – Parks, Trails, and Open Space Master Plan

• New Municipal Parks Added
o Lake View Park
o Mike Ingram Heritage Park

• Identified New Open Space 
o Includes potential for future parks 

and recreation amenities



Public Notice

• Public Notice:
• Provided pursuant to A.R.S. § 9-461.06E to take public 

comment on the proposed adoption of the Advancing 
Maricopa General Plan

• Published:
• Casa Grande Dispatch, March 5, 2026
• Maricopa Monitor, March 20, 2026

• Posted on the Project website



Recommendation

• Planning & Zoning Commission - Open the public hearing 
to take public comment. 



Next Steps

• P&Z Commission Public Hearing – 2nd (Recommendation)
o Monday, April 27, 2026 at Maricopa City Hall Council Chambers 

• City Council Work Session
o Tuesday, May 19, 2026 at Maricopa City Hall Council Chambers 

• City Council Public Hearing (Consideration)
o Tuesday, June 2, 2026 at Maricopa City Hall Council Chambers 

• General Plan Ratification
o Tuesday, November 3, 2026 (General Election)



Thank You

• Contact Information

Rick Williams
City of Maricopa, Planning Department Manager
Email: Richard.Williams@maricopa-az.gov
Direct: (520) 316-6921
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